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terested in Brahman philosophy and caused the Vedas, the Sanskrit
epics, and the darsana (Hindu philosophical systems) to be trans-
lated into his two favourite languages, Persian and Hindustani. Ul-
timately he borrowed from the philosophy of Vishnuism and from
Jainism their doctrine of universal charity: "Would to God," he
said one day, "that my body were great enough to feed all men!
Then they would cease to cause suffering to any animal." Here
Akbar uses the same language as Asoka had done in past days; and
certainly it is not one of the smallest surprises in history to find on
this ancient soil of India, which seems to be the very native land of
speculation, a Buddhist emperor of the third century B.C. and a
Moslem emperor of the sixteenth century of our era arriving at the
same eternal principles in spite of the gulf that separates their ages
and civilizations. This philosophical syncretism found expression in
1582 in an attempt to create a new creed, the Tawhld-i ildhl or Dm
ilahi, an eclectic theism expressed by the ancient Indian symbols of
the sun (surya) and fire (agni), admitting of no priesthood and call-
ing for no offering save that of a pure and simple life.
Jahangir abandoned his father Akbar's religious reforms and re-
turned to Moslem orthodoxy, though on the whole he followed his
father's policy. In spite of his vices of drink and opium, and though
he did not possess his father's genius, he was not without talent, had
a love of nature, and was a great patron of the arts. He was, above
all, a connoisseur of painting, and we possess a number of miniatures
which have immortalized his sensual physiognomy, at once delicate
and bloated (Fig. 197,198). This voluptuous prince was ravaged by
one great passion, his love for the beautiful Nur Jahan, whose energy
of character saved him in more than one dangerous situation.
Shah Jahan, the fifth of the Mogul emperors, also had his romance:
his love for his favourite sultana, Mumtaz Mahall, who died in child-
birth in 1651, and as a mausoleum for whom he built the marvellous
Taj Mahall. In fact, he too encouraged the arts; like his father he was